
Reform rides the crest of the Farage wave
From one to twenty-eight, the Reform UK speedboat overtook all the well-
established political groups with a sensational result barely predicted by a 
Daily Telegraph March opinion poll focused on Cornwall. 

Tories sink to (nearly) the bottom 
Despite devastating losses, this wasn’t the Conservative’s worst performance 
at the ballot box – this came in 1997. But the former cabinet member for 
planning, Olly Monk, lost his seat to Reform UK. Had former leader Linda 
Taylor stood for election, she may also have lost. Her successor lost by nearly 
700 votes in St Ives East, Lelant, and Carbis Bay.

Smaller political groups bob along the waves
While the electoral ups and downs were shared by Reform, the Lib-Dems, and 
the Tories, the remaining political groups largely stayed the same, including 
Labour whose four Cornish parliamentary triumphs in the General Election 
were not repeated ten months later locally.

Us accat endis aut qui 
occum non por aut
Turnout:
No figure provided.
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Internal controversy and defections, vast distances of coastline, and 
wretched opinion polls (both national and in Cornwall) compounded by 
heavy losses in the 2024 General Election. Just about every condition for 
a Conservative wipeout in the UK’s capital of surfing was ticked off 
ahead of 2 May.

And so, it proved as the Conservative vote collapsed from the high 
national watermark of 2021, Reform UK captured twelve of their twenty-
eight seats in electoral divisions which touched the coast, and the March 
opinion poll for the Daily Telegraph proved overly optimistic with an 
underestimate of Reform UK’s success by fifteen divisions.

Without doubt, the electoral pressure from the left (from the Lib-Dems, 
traditionally strong in Cornwall and doubling in size) and right contrived 
to compress Conservative support, leading to Reform UK becoming the 
largest party but well short of a majority. 

Although Labour held their own with a net loss of one seat, the omens 
for the next national elections (due 2029) are not great should Reform 
UK sustain their momentum.

Take the Camborne and Redruth parliamentary constituency. Nine of the 
sixteen wards are now represented by Reform UK and none by Labour.

How Labour withstands the Farage tidal surge if his popularity continues 
to rise next time is a question party strategists will tackle, not just here but 
also in similar emerging Reform UK strongholds nationwide.

So, what now? The Lib-Dems leader, Cllr Leigh Frost, has already said a 
‘definite no’ to a coalition with Reform; similar stances may follow from 
other political groups. While Reform UK say any coalition without them 
would be ‘undemocratic.’ Whoever takes control faces an incredible array 
of challenges, each with the potential to destabilise a coalition of any 
form.

The top is devolution. Too small in the government’s eye to become its 
own combined authority, but with a limited Cornish appetite to join forces 
with Devon and a ‘Devonwall’ solution, the choppy waves of devolution 
may smash any coalition into the rocks without careful navigation. 

Surf’s down for the Tories as Reform rides the Cornish wave
Lib-Dems double in size – Labour tread water
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