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Reform come out on top

Reform UK has emerged as the largest political party on Warwickshire
County Council, their strength concentrated in the northern districts of the
county.

Green and Yellow gains

Whilst Reform grabbed the headlines in this election, the Liberal
Democrats also had a good night, gaining an extra 9 seats on top of the 5
they were defending. The Greens also won 4 new seats from former Tory
and Labour councillors.

Political survival (just) for the Conservatives

Relatively speaking, the Conservative group has survived the elections in
Warwickshire better than they have in other parts of the country, clinging
on to 9 seats predominantly in the east of the county.
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Shakespeare’'s county rewrites the script
The curtain falls on Tory rule

Another West Midlands council has been the battleground for a
Conservative defeat, this time in Warwickshire, where the Conservative
count on the eve of the election was 42. The formerly Conservative-
controlled authority now sits in no overall control, with 33 of these seats
handed over to the Liberal Democrats, Greens, one to Labour, and most
obviously to Reform UK.

However, unlike results we've seen across the country, the Conservatives
have not been entirely decimated here, remaining the third largest party
on the council with a respectable four divisions each in Stratford-on-
Avon and Rugby and one in Warwick. Speculation has already begun
over a possible coalition between Reform and the Conservative group, a
match which would constitute that much sought-after majority.

Reform’s success at the polls in Warwickshire was concentrated
particularly in North Warwickshire, where every seat in the district went
with Farage's populist party, and Nuneaton & Bedworth, where 12 of the
13 seats swung light blue. All but one of these divisions (Nuneaton
Abbey, Labour), were formerly Conservative. They also grabbed a couple
of seats in both Rugby and Stratford-on-Avon districts.

JBP Political Analysis Team

The political map across Warwickshire has also changed considerably in
respect to the Liberal Democrat group, who have expanded their ranks
three-fold across Stratford-on-Avon, Warwick and Rugby. They now sit
as the second largest political party on the Council. The Greens also
more than doubled their seats at the council, winning the most divisions
in the Warwick district and even one in Reform’s new stomping ground
in Nuneaton & Bedworth.

The other group, however, that will have left the count sobered is
Labour, who let half its seats slip, leaving them with just three
councillors in Warwickshire. This will be particularly concerning given
their relatively strong performances in local elections in 2023 and 2024,
even winning a majority at Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council - an
area now almost entirely Reform at County Council level.

Whilst the Conservatives suffered the heaviest losses in numbers this
election, Labour will be just as nervous looking ahead at further damage
Reform could do to them in future elections.
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